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Lynn Olson and Thom Mackris sit
near the stereo system in Mackris’
basement. The men hand build
high-end analogue audio equipment
that will be on display at the Rocky
Mountain Audio Fest.  Colorado 
Hometown Newspapers/Leslie Wilber
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The sound of music
Audiophiles can take music systems for a 
spin

By Leslie Wilber
Colorado Hometown Newspapers

 Some of the most advanced audio equipment
on show at the Rocky Mountain Audio Fest
wasn’t made in a manufacturing facility
overseas.

It was assembled on the pale green carpet in 
the basement of a Victorian home in Erie.

Thom Mackris’ company, Galibier Design,
produces about a dozen hand-crafted turn
tables a year.

Fellow Erie resident Lynn Olson has just 
started to build amplifiers, based on vacuum 
tube technology that dates back to the 1930s.

“I was horrified (the first time I listened to a CD),” Olson said. “To me, it sounded
like AM radio.”

It turns out, there’s a whole set of audiophiles who are put off by MP3 audio files.

The problem with digital audio, Olson said, is the resolution is limited.

Reaching into the past, to combine old analogue technology with the new can 
unveil previously unheard detail in records, Mackris said.

“We’re only now revealing what they’ve done,” Mackris said, as he played a 1961
recording of a ballet on one of his turn tables.

Coming through speakers that look like the business end of a Sousaphone, 
amplified by vacuum tubes, the music is clear and distinct, as if an orchestra hid 
behind the massive stereo system.

Mackris and Olson will display a similar system during the Rocky Mountain Audio 
Fest, Oct. 20-22 at the Denver Marriott Tech Center, 4900 South Syracuse 
Street.

The audio fest will feature more than 100 listening rooms, according to 
spokeswoman Robin Rothman. Several companies featured are based out of 
Boulder County, including For the Records, in Lafayette, she said.

“It’s for people who really want top-shelf equipment,” Rothman said.

That top shelf equipment doesn’t come cheap.
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Galibier Design’s Stelvio turn table runs about $12,500.

Mackris admits his turn tables are for aficionados who have cash to spend.

But there are more affordable analogue units available for the everyman record 
lover.

“You can get a nice turn table for $300,” he said.

“The only reason I can afford this system is I built it,” Mackris said.

Event dates

The Rocky Mountain Audio Fest will take place at the Denver Marriott Tech 
Center, 4900 South Syracuse Street. Times and dates are as follows:

Friday, October 20: noon – 6 p.m.

Saturday, October 21: 9 a.m. – 6 p.m.

Sunday, October 22 9 a.m. – 4 p.m.

Tickets are $10 a day or $25 for a three-day pass.
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